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PREAMBLE:

At the Birth of our Nation we made a ‘Solemn’ pledge to fashion a united, Free and Just Nation as enshrined in our
‘National Motto, Unity, Freedom and Justice. ‘The NATIONAL PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS’ herein after called_
“NPD” or The Party” {(as may be appropriate) was formed to fulfil that solemn pledge.

Now therefore we members of the NPD, do hereby establish this constitution to govern the affairs of the Party in
order to ADVANCE the principles of social justice, fight against corruption and promote a government of the
people, which scrves the interest of the people, uphold human and civil rights, develop a balanced ‘Mix economy'
as well as a truly Progressive and participatory System of Governance.

ARTICLE I CORE PRINCIPLES:
SECTION 1

Be it resolved that we would live by the following Core Principles:

@

o)

(c)

@

(e)

0

(h)

0

(k)

We are a Party committed to the Liberation, Unification and Transformation of Africa in general and Sierra
feone in particular, to promote a free, fair and democratically elected government of the people, by the
yzople and one that serves the interest of the people of Sierra Leone and Africa, to promote a pragmatically
balanced ‘Mixed Economy' (public-private) and uphold the right of all Sierra Leoneans to participate fairly in
our economy and earn the right rewards for their contribution.

We believe that to set the foundation of development, we need a healthy and educated society that can feed
itself. Therefore, healthcare, Education, technology, energy and agricultural development would be prominent
in our development strategic plan.

We Delets o s T Thsesals LGS ATE Ui ~gnal and haye ¢ 1 inalienable right to life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness.

We belicve that the ‘STATE' has a solemn duty of care to all citizens, irrespective of creed or religious
affiliation, colour, ethnic group or tribal affiliation, and marital status and that all citizens should be subject
to equal protection of the laws.

We believe, corruption is the greatest challenge to our socio-economic development efforts and has a corrosive
effect on our communities, impedes growth, distorts competition, damages our reputation as a natien and
disproportionately impacts the poor. Therefore, we would strive to eliminate corruption, social injustice
and any form of mismanagement of our national resources. : '

We believe in a just and democratic government that reflects every demographics in our society.

In accordance with our country’s National Pledge, we pledge our love and loyalty to our country Sierra
Leone; vow to serve her faithfully at all times; defend her honour and good name; always work for her
unity, peace, freedom and prosperity; and will always put her interests above all else.

In accordance with our country's National Pledge, we pledge to establish standards and rules of procedure
to afford all members of the Party full, timely and equal opportunitics to participate in decisions concerning
the selection or election of candidates, the formulation of policies, and the conduct of other Party affairs,
without prejudice to the basis of sex, race, age (if of voting age), colour, creed, regional origin, religion,
economic status, ethnic identity or physical disability, and further, to promote fair campaign practices and
the fair adjudication of disputes.

We encourage and support codes of political ethics that embody rules of ethical guidance for the Party,
public officials in state and local governments, to insure that they shall at all times conduct themselves in
a manner that reflects creditably upon the Party and the offices held by these officials. They shall serve and
shall not use their office to gain special favours and privileges and benefits and shall refrain from acting in

their official capacities when their independence of judgment would be adverscly affected by personal
interest or duties.

We pledge that every bill or legislation promoted by the NPD shall pass the following litmus test:

1. It shall be of national interest; in the interest of Sierra Leone
(Nationalistic)

2. It shall have the potential to bring progress to the lives of Sierra Leoneans. (Progressive)

3. It s.h_all be democratic and fair to every Sicrra Leonean irrespective of any tribal, regional or
political affiliation. (Democratic)

We pledge to establish a working relationship with all other re

with the aim aof creating unity and understandin

gistered political Parties and Interest Groups
peaceful political developments in the country,

g amongst our leaders so as to ensure cohesion and
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(c) National Executive Committee (NIEC) shall appoint an Ad Hoc Disciplinary Comumittee il and when necessary
and such committce shall investigate the allegations and accord the person against whom the complaint is
made a hearing in accordance with rules of natural j_usficc, .

(d)  After considering the complaint, the Disciplinary Committee shiall make its recommendations to the National
Executive Committce (NEC), inciuding recommendations for punishiment.

e} In any case, where a person is found guilty of au offence under this article, National Exccutive Commitice
(NEC) may impose any or more of the following punishments

i. reprimand;

ii. demand for a written apology;
iili. fine, compensation, or restitution;

iv. Suspension from any Party leadership;
v. exclusion from elections or nomninations,
vi, dismissal from oflice;

vii. revocation of nomination;

i ranall Fenm nosr moel e alfices in aceprdanse witn Ge law;
ix. Expulsion

() In any case where NEC finds it appropriate it may delegate its di;spuu; resolution mandate or any dispute
involving the Party or its members to the Political Parties Disputes Resolution Tribunal as provided in the
Political Parties Act, or by any other wrilten Law

SECTION 7- g =
INSPECTION OF PARTY RECORDS:

The books of accounts and all documents relaling thereto and the register of members of the Party, and all records
required by law to be maintained by the Party shall be available for inspection at the registered office of the Party
and at the Party’s Regional offices by any person authorized by law.

SECTION 8-
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION:

fa) This Constitution may only be amended, altered, modified and/or ratified by the National Delegates
Convention,

(b) However, delegates al a Special Delegules Convention may, by consensus, provisionally amend, alter, modify
the Parly Constitution pending a final ratification by the National Declegates Convention, provided it is
necessary and expedient and in the interest of the well-being of the Party and in compliance with the laws
governing political parties, ’

(¢} Decisions made at any Special Delegates Convention are binding ounly until the next National Delegates
Convention when the same matters must be brought before the national delegates convention for
ratification.

|

(d) Failure to ratify th:{;sc decisions made at a Special Convention, declares those decisions null and void at the
end of the Nationdl Delegates Convention, hence those same decisions cannot be adopted by any other
Special Delegates Convention but only at the next National Delegates Convention.

i
SECTION 9- |

POLITICAL PARTIES DISPUTE RESOLUTION TRIBUNAL:-

Any dispute concerning the interpretation of this Constitution or any disputes involving members of the Party or
any dispute concerning any matters relating to the Party affairs or the management of the Party shall first be
resolved by way of the established internal Party mechanism. Where the samg has not been satisfactorily resolved_
and the concerned member(s) feel aggrieved by the said Party process or decision, then such a dispute shall be
adjudicated upon by the Political Parties Dispute Tribunal or any other organ cstablished by law for that purpose.
|
|
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SECTION 10- ’
DISSOLUTION

(8)  The Parly may be dissolved, amalgamated or nierged with another by n resolulion pussed by a two-thirds
(2/3) mujority of members at a special National Delegates Convention called expressly for the purpose of
dissulution, amalgamation or merger.

(b)  In case of dissolution or amalgamation or merger the Special Nulional Delegates Convention at which the
decision was made shall distribute all assets and such assets shall be granted Lo one or more organizations
in Sierra Leone whose objectives conformn to those of the Party. In case of the cancellation of the registration
of the Party, the winding up and dissolution of the Party and the disposition of the property, assets, rights
and liabilities of the Party shall be undertaken as prescribed by the Law.

SECTION 11-
FILLING OF VACANCIES

Any vacancies in any executive positions at any level of the Party may be filled by appointment as follows:

(@) At the National level by the National Executive Committee,

(b) At Regional level by the National Executive Committee acting in consultation with the Regional Executive
Committee concerned;

()] At the District level by the Execulives of the constituencies comprising the District Coordinating Committee
concerncd

(d) At the constituency level by the Constituency Executive Committee concerned acting in consultation with
the Regional Executive Committce of the region of the constitucncy.

(e} At the Ward level by the Ward concerncd.
SECTION 12-
GOVERNING POWERS OF NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Where on any Party matter there is no provision in this Constitution which deals with that matter, the National
Executive Committee shall, by regulations, provide for that matter to be dealt with as long as such matter does not
contravene the provisions of this constitution.

SECTION 13-
ADOPTION OF CONSTITUTION

This Constitution shall be adopted at the First National Delegates Convention scheduled specifically for that
purpose.

SECTION 14—
TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution all persons duly elected into any Party Executive position in
anticipation of meeting the requirements of this Constitution shall be taken to have been duly elected for the
purpose of this Constitution,

(@)  Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution an act or measurc carried out in anticipation of meeting the
requirements of this Constitution shall be taken to have been duly done for the purpose of this Constitution
until proven otherwise,

Wi —— : -
™y ' '1_ ] i onr ] Lo s
:C;"i.‘x.\;f@.r C’-;"{ -G\. %‘%{’L 2 ff:(f/ Lot Tt
Almami Cyllah Susan Williams Andrew James-Weima

Interim Chairman Interim Secretary-General Iiitertim Treasurer
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(d)

(e)

(i)

0]

(k)

1)

{m)

(n)

(o)

(r)

(s)

SECTION 2:

CORE OBJECTIVES OF THE PARTY

To promote and advance democracy, political pluralism and their core values in Sierra Leone by participating

in civic education programs, social mobilization, advocacy and community sensitization drives.
s that

To address poverty, illiteracy, food insufficiency and insecurity, and healthcare by providing service
nomy'

facilitate economic growth at especially the middle and lower levels of society based on a ‘mixed eco
system, which promotes public-private partnerships geared towards national economic development.

To formulate and pursue policies and programs that protects and safeguards the rights and libertics of
Sierra Leoneans generally, including the rights of women, children and vulnerable groups/person: in

society, with emphasis on the physically challenged and impaired.

To support the formulation, implementation and enforcement of environmental policies, laws and regulc. ns

in Sierra Leone in order to secure environmental safety standards and welfare.

The Party shall seck environment protection, conservation and natural resource mobilizafion and manage ot

in order to secure national sustainable development.
The Party is committed to the rapid and envirenmentally sustainable industrialisation of our Nation.

The Party when in Government will enact Legislation to facilitate the Ecological and environmentally
enhancing development of our Urban Landscape.

To undertake and pursue impact assessment activities on agriculture, fishery and productive land manager ~nt
in all its aspects so as to ensure and maintain adequate food preduction and food security for ordinary = 'wra
Leoneans.

The Party intends to be instrumental in fashioning a Knowledge based’ Society,

g - - . - - . . $
To facilitate and pioneer scientific and educational researches'and reporting at tertiary levels, including
encouraging college and university students to be rescarch-oriented and focused.

To work with the media and support media and press freedom as well as promote programs that enhances
and ensures responsible media practices locally and internationally.

To undertake, support and involve in humanitarian activities for non-profit locally, especially during
emergencies and other situations demanding urgent and needy responses.

To embark on national, sub-regional and broader outreaches and advocacies for the promotion and
advancement of democracy, democratic values, and social, economic and political rights. '

To advocate against gender discrimination, youth marginalization and child abuse or neglect,

To empower the less privileged and vulnerable persons, groups and entities in society by emphasizing
youth development and creating/improving upon vocational, technical and service-oriented skills to enhance
the potentials of youth and women and thereby reduce common dependencies.

To ensure the equality of rights, obligations and opportunities among Sierra Leoneans by working to- wrds
the creation of opportunities that will sustain their livelihoods and growth. The Party shall thus enst  the
maintenance of economic activities and programs, which are not stifled by economic inequalies,
marginalization, corruption and inequities nationally. ) E

To fight a_gainst corruption and corrupt practices and to support programs and projects that ensure
accountability and transparency locally as well to support international transparency and account:bility
systems and institutions by working and partnering with them. '

To uphold and pursue patriotic and selfless values aimed at lifting national self-esteem.

To do all such things, whether of the like or any other kind of object which the Party may consider as
incidental to, connected with or conducive to the attainment of the aims and objectives of the Party.
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SECTION 3:
MOTTO:

We stand for: PROSPERITY, UNITY, SECURITY & HONESTY (PUSH)

L3

"

4" L0GO:

,

SECTION 4

SLOGAN

This is ‘A PARTY BY THE PEOPLE ' FOR THE PEOPLE,

SECTION 5:

PARTY COLOURS, SYMBOLS & LOGO
'l_‘hé ofﬂci?l logo of the NPD _shall be the following: a rectangular flag, adorned in the
?niddlcl with a golden key _whmh signifies the key to prosperity on a blue circle signifying
mclum_vcnee_zs ol: fall that is Sierra Leonean, This is superimposcd on a background of
wavy lines iconizing water a natural element of life and human existence. The name of

the Party is etched undemncath the image and the initials NPD at the top of the image as
this will undoubtedly be the local nomenclature.

‘NPD

Nmtonnl _Ptﬂgﬁs sive Demu crats

{b) bbLOUR!‘.‘ It is hereby resolved that the official colours of the NPD shall be sky BLUE and GOLD.

‘The BLUE represents:

i)

(i1}

(i) * Peace, fo signify our commitment to Peace.

Wau;f“é. symbol of the source of life, as we seek a better life for our people. It also represents our natural
harbour, our sea, rivers and other water ways as well as our commitment to providing water supply for
al -

Circlé,.to symbolize inclusiveness and peaceful co-existence.

GOLD Represents:,

(iv)

Our HEART. The state of our heart. We come with a golden heart of motherhood but a heart strong,
determined and passionate for change that would leacr to a better life for our people.

Our MINERAL RESDURCES: include gold, diamond, Iron Ore, bauxite, oil and the different mineral

(a)
! resources that our nation is endowed with and our determination to make
sure that our nation and People reap the benefit.
g ARTICLE II: AUTHORITY
‘SECTION 1

This Constitution, the Party's, Bylaws, Rules and Regulations are the fundamental governing rules of the Party
subordinate only to the Constitution of the Republic of Sierra Leone, the Laws of Sierra Leone including the
National Electoral Laws as well as the Laws of other democratic countries where other chapters of the NFPD are
established, No provision of this Constitution is meant to supersede or abrogate any of the provisions of the
Constitution of the Republic of Sierra Leone or any other Statutes thereof.
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SECTION 2

Regional Chapters of the NPFD may adopt Bylaws to govern subjects not covered by this constitution but shall not

be inconsistent with this constitution.

ARTICLE IiI: NAME CLAUSE

This Party shall be called the “NATIONAL PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS" of Sierra Leone. Any reference thereto
including “NPD* or the ‘Progressive Democrats’ or the “National Prpgressives' or “The Party” shall mean the

“NATIONAL PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS™ of Sierra Leone.

ARTICLE IV: MEMBERSHIP OF THE PARTY

SECTION 1

() Membership: Membership of the NPD is open to every Sierra Leonean or people of Sierra Leonean descant
regardless of race, religion, colour, sex, gender identity, or expression, or national origin who acécepts «nd
abide by this constitution and principles of the Party and who is not a member or supporter of any other
Political Party in Sierra Leone, irrespective of where he/she lives as long as he/she is eligible by law to

vote in any elections in Sierra Leone.

(o) Eligibility to Participate: Any mcmber who is at least 18 years of age, who supports the Core Pring:iplt:s
and Objectives of the NPD, as outlined in this constitution, and who is registered with the Party, shall be
eligible to participate-in the activities of the Party; shall be elected to an office; vot¢ on motions, resolutiors,
nominations, or election affecting the Party at any meeting, conference, or convention at national, distii .
chiefdom, village or Diaspora chapter level, and that at the time of such service, holdihg office, anc/
voting, such person must have been a resident within the geographic boundaries of the political subdivic. =

he or she represents. ; S

{c) Any person wishing to join the NPD shall do so through a ward association or a sub-division of a chapter in
the case of a Diaspora Chapter and must provide his or her full name, address and gender.

(d) Any person who applies for membership to the NPD; who is eligible by law to vote in the general elections
and is not a member of any other Political Party in Sierra Leone shall be accepted as a member until a valid
and substantial reason is provided in writing that would show evidence of ineligibility by virtue of the
requirements of this constitution. '

SECTION 2
(a)l Membership Subscription:

The National Executive Committee also known as NEC shall define Annual Membership Subscription: n
consultation with the Committee on Membership, as and when necessary but each change ta the subscript n
sum shall be voted upon and approved at a Natiortal Convention. ’

{b) The Nationa! Executive Committee may define two Membership Subscriptions: : .
one for residents of Sierra Leone and developing countries in Africa or elsewhere, and another for residents
of industrialized countries.

() Every member of the NPD shall pay an annual subscription prescribed by the Party

{d) To be eligible to vote or be voted for at any Party election, including for Party leadership or service . a
committee at the constituency, district, or national level, a member must have fully paid an annual suhsc'ripe-'m
(and been in good standing) since the previous election. The names of all registercd, paid up members shall '
be entered into a Party Register.

_(e] Subscriptions from individuals shall be received directly by the Treasurer of the National Executive-Comm' :e
or through the Treasurer of the Chapter or the Ward Association of which he or she is a member. ' e
National Exccutive Committee in consultation with the Committee on Membership, shall prescribe ‘e
amount of subscription to be received periodically by the treasurer, from each member depending on the

category of membership.

() Constituency & Wards: A constituency is a gcogréphical demarcation identified by the National Electoral
Commission of Sierra Leone and represented by a Member of Parliament. A Ward is a sub-division of a
constituency.
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{g) A Party Mernbe_r may apply to be a member of a Constituency Chapter or Ward Association notwithstanding
that he or s‘he‘ is already a member of anather Chapter or Ward Association provided that the Chapter or
WHI'FI' Assoca‘at{og} shall'be obliged fo account to the Party for the Party's proportion of any subscription
_ Feceived by it from any Part?' Member who is a metmber of more than one District Chapter or Constituency
Chapter; a Party Member Who is a member of more than one Constituency chapter shall not be entitled to
more than one vote in any election within the Party.
M ) L] . .
ih) Thf-. names of all Members shall be entered in the General Membership Registry but only members who are
paid up shall be entered in the Party's Master Memtbership Registry which shall be kept, administered
- and updated from day to day by the Membership Director,
- ; . 4 o
(i) lnclu;ion in the 'liut?i' ,Memlicrahlp Registry ‘shall be cénclusive as to the membership of the Party and
constitute full right of the membership. including the rights to vote and be voted for.,
L ! ) ARTICLE V: TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP
SECTION 1: . i
A ;
@ A member who intends to resign from the Party shail give a thirty (30) days written notice to the ward
where he/she is a member.
() An affiliated organisation may terminate its affiliation with the Party by giving thirty (30) days written
‘notice to the National Executivé Committee. .
() A person who is a member of the NPD shall cease to be a member of the Party if he/she:
(i}  formis enother Political Party, joins in the formation of another Political Party, joins another Political
Party or in any way or manner publicly advocates for the formation of another Political Party or
(i) promotes the ideology, interests or polici_t.'.s of ‘another Political Party; or campaigns for another
: Political Party in a manner that is contrary to the PPRC Act: or
(iii}  Actively undermines the Party's aims, policies, objectives, the Code of Conduct or the Pledge of
. Commitment of the Party as well as any laid down rules and regulations of the Party or
(iv)  Is convicted of any eorruption, or c'orruptiun relafed offence or any scrious violation of any human
and/ or peoples rights whether locally or interhationally
d A peréon whoiEcases to he a member shall not be ¢ntitled to a refund of any subscriptions paid by him or her
and shall Temaih liable to pay any debts due and owing to (he Party.
ARTICLE VI: AFFILIATION WITH THE NATIONAL PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS
secTioN 1: -
AFFILIATION . _
An orga;lis'aﬁk;n may be affiliated with the NPD and th:':rcby be entitled to send at least one delegate to the National
Delegates, Convention if: . .o
{al  The organization eridorses the aims, objectives, policies and programmes of the Party;
(b} it is an erganisation whose mcmbérship is not based on any ethnic, regional or other discriminatory criteria
set out in the constitution of Sierra Leone and ;
(c) it accepts to pay the requisite .subscr{ption fees and annual dues as determined by the National Executive

by:
(a)
(o}
fe)
(d)

Committee of the Party.

. ' S SECTION 2:

AN APPLICATION FOR AFFILIATION:

-

An ui)plication for aﬂ'lliiatu‘;n shall be made in writing to the National Executive Committee and shall be accompanied

the applicant organisation's constitution, chatter or regulations as the case may be;

a-description of its current membership apd main activities;

a list of its national officers; and : s )

a statement of all .ita's other affiliations and erganisational links both nationally and internationally.

. ey
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T,

SECTIQN 3

REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS:

The National Executive Committee shall review all applications and its decision shall be fina),

SECTION 4:
MONITORING AND m-:poa'rma ON AFFILIATIONS

The National Executive Committee shall monitor aft;lhatmns and shall :.ul;mn: pcnothc repor ts to the thwnal
Delegates Convention on the desirability of the Party’s continued affiliation with any urgamsatlun

ARTICLE VII: ORGANISATION STRUCTURE OF THE NATIONAL PROGRESSIVE DEMDCI‘!ATS. "

SECTION 1:

The organizational structure of the Party shall e in the following hierarchy:

{a) National Delegates Convention, also known as -* "NDC
(b) National Governing Council also knownh as , * NGC _ . .
1 "

{~) National Executive Committee also known as NEC

(d) Regional Delegates Conference alsu hnown as e RGC

() Regional Executive Comumittee alse known as ‘" +  REC

(i  District Coordinating Committee also known'as DCC . . R g

(gl Constituency Management Committee also known as Ch'c ‘

(h) Ward Steering Committee also known as » .. WsC’ . : ' .
SECTION 2:

There shall be the following subsidiary organs of the Paﬁ;'z:'
(a) National Progressive Women's Council (NPWC) I
(b) National Progressive Youth Council (NPYC)

{c) National College Democrats (NCD)

(d)  National Progressive Patrons Committee (NPPC) , : s

(¢) The Party Election Commission (PEC) - bR R p
(i People Living with Disabilities Committee (PLDC)
{g) Sierra Leoneans Living in the Diaspora Committee (SLLDC)

The functions, rules and regulations of each of the. subsidiary organs above shall be determined, established and
set out by each subsidiary organ in conformity with this cdnstitution and the Party’s overall objectives: and shall
he submitted to NEC for approval. .

ARTICLE VIII: TYPES OF CONVENTIONS: . )

There shall be three types of Conventions of the NPD namely:

(a) THE NATIONAL DELEGATES CONVENTION
This shail be the supreme decision-making body of the Party.

L

(b} REGIONAL CONVENTIONS which shall deten-'nine the alfairs of members of the Party in the various
chapters, constituency or units of the same region. .

(c) SPECIAL CONVENTIONS as defined in this const.ili!tion : . .
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| . ARTICLE IX: NATIONAL DELEGATES CONVENTION
SECTION 1: ,

AUTHORITY qf the NATIONAL DELEGATES CONVENTION: . ?

The National Dejegates’ Convention shall be the supreme governing body of the Party and shall have final authority
en all matters of policy, manifesto, programmes and activitics of the Party subject to the provisions of this constitution. -

SECTION 2:
POWERS, DUTIES & OBLIGATIONS:
The NPD Delegates’ Convention shall:
{a) Formulate, debate, review and adopt Party polices, platform and programs,

(b} Ratify, amend and/or modify where necessary the Party's constitution provided that two-thirds of delegates
- approve of such ratification, amendment and/or modification,

1] Reeeive, exainine, icvicw and approve the annual reports and audited accounts of the Party;

(d) Ma!:!c, amend, and/or revise the rules and regulations of the Party including its by-laws and codes of
conduct;

e}  Elect Party officials and endorse the successful candidate of the Presidential Pruwaiy vicition ae Leader of &
the Party,

() Receive the Party Manifesto from the National Executive Committec for Scrutiny, review, amendment and
approval; '

{8 Appeint other committees within the Party as and when it deems fit and necessary for the specific tasks,
and also to stipulate and outline their terms of reference and reporting procedures and

Ifh} Appoint an independent and competent Party Elections Commission as stipulated in this constitution;

SECTION 3: ,
TIMING-AND LOCATION OF CONVENTION:

(a) The national convention shall be held once in every five years but not later ¢han 365 days to the national
© elections except as circumstances may otherwise permit.

i  Notice for the National Convention shall be sent to all chapters not later than 90 days before the convention
except as circumstances may permit otherwise.

{c)  The first National Convention of the Party shall be the Constitutional Review Convention in which this ~
constitution shall be -approved and adopted by members of the Party. Thereafter, the time and location -
the next convention shall be decided as the last item on the agenda, except that two successive convery
may not be held in the same region. '
SECTION 4:
CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE CONVENTION:

fa)} The National Chéirperson shall chair the Party's National Convention but if she/he is desirous of been
" nominated to serve as chairperson for a second term she/he shall not Chair the convention leading to that
second term convention, 2

(b) in the absence of the national chairperson or where she/he does not qualify to. chair the convention, the
National Vice Chairperson shall chair the convention. ’

I {) In the event that both the National Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson cannot chair, then the Regional
Chairperson of the region hosting the convention shall chair the convention. . _ =

SECTION S:
ELIGIBILITY OF DELEGATES AT THE PARTY'S NATIONAL CONVENTION

{a) Each delcgate shall be an individual registered member of the Party who is in good standing representing
a Constituency Chapter or organization of the Party. -

(t) Each ward as defined by the National Electoral Commission shall have at least one delegate provided that
the Ward has at least 25 registered members of the Party who are each in good standing.

LN
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()  The delegate or delegates representing a Ward must be elected by members of the Ward and records of such
election must be kept-at the Party’s National Secretariat.

(d)  Each delegate shall have only one vote at the Convention

e)  The National Progressive Youth Council or the Youth wing of the Party shall be entitled to one (1) delegate
per every twenty-five (25) registered Youths.

()  The People living with disabilities Committee shall be entitled to one (1} delegate per every twenty-five (25)
registered members.,

(8)  The National progressive Women'’s Council will be entitled to (1)delegate per every twenty-five (25) registered
niembers.

(h}  Every elected Member of Parliament of the NPD shall automatically be a delegate at the convention.

(i)  All elected officials of the National Executive Committee shall automatically be delegates at the Convention.

0} All elected Regional officials of the Party including elected District and Regional officials, shall be delegates
at the Convention

(k}  All Ex-officio members of the National Executive Committee who are in good standing of the Party shall be
delegates at the convention,

(1] All former Members of Parliameni of the Party within the last 10 years who are in good standing shall also
be delegates at the Convention.

(m)  Founding members uf the Party who were regietered with (he Party at the time the PPRC shall have granted
the Party permanent registration. A list of such members shall be kept at the National Secretariat,

(n)  Regional Trustees of the Party

(o)  Each Independent Organization officially affiliated with the NPD shall be entitled to at least one (1) delegate
at the Convention,

SECTION 6:
ALTERNATE DELEGATES:

Chapters and Ward Steering Committees have the option to submit Alternate Delegate Lists in the event that any
of their primary delegates cannot be present at the Convention.

SECTION 7:
NON-DELEGATE CONVENTION ATTENDEES:

Other Party members and guests of the Party including its different chapters may attend the National
Convention upen invitation but would not serve as delegates or have any voting rights.

SECTION 8:
QUORUM AT THE NATIONAL CONVENTION:

The quorum for the National Convention shall be no less than two-thirds of the total registered delegates designated
to attend the convention.

SECTION 9:
RESOLUTIONS AT THE NATIONAL CORVENTIONS:
(a)  The National Executive Committee, through the National Delegates Convention Planni e Committee or the
PartyChairperson shall receive all resolutions not later than S days prior to the start of the National
Convention.

b)  Two days before the start of the National Delegates Convention, the Planning Commitiee shall publish on
1he.-_ Party’s, forum or electronic mail system or any other effective means within the Pariv all the resolutions
& received by the Committee that should be presented to the delegates for ratification at the National Convention.

SECTION 10:
SUBMISSION OF RESOLUTIONS:

The following may submit resolutions to the Party’s Conventions:

(a) Conslfituency Chapters including resolutions received by them from their wards.

.
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(b} The National i’rogressive Yoﬁth Council (N.P.Y.C.) also known as National Progressive Youth Movement,
[c}  The National P{ﬂgrqssivc Women's Council, '

(d)  Party Parliamchlta'r}' Rc;ircsentatives Council,

(e) Persons with disabllity Council

{e)  Any Organization officially affiliated with the NPD,
SECTION 1-‘1: ‘

OFFICIALS: ) ELECTED AT THE NATIONAL DELEGATES CONVENTION:

The follo\a'-'ing ‘officials of the NPD shall be elected- at’ the National Convention.

(af * National Party éhairpcrson,
(b] National Party Deputy Chairperson . k
{c) National Treasurer
{d} Deputy National Treasurer
{¢)  National Membership Director/ Camp.aign Comu:.ittee Chairperson
(ff National Sécretaty-General
(g) . Deputy Natlionai Secretary-General
) (h) ‘National Organizing Secretary
- (i  Deputy National Organizing Secretary
(il National Party Electoral Commissioner
(k) Dcput); National Party Electoral Commissioner
{)  National Public Relations Officer
{m) Deputy National Public Relations Officer
(n) Regional Trustees of the Party
SECTION 12;

ELECTION OF REGIONAL AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PARTY

i " The Regional Chairpersons of the Party shall be elected by registered members who are in good

standing with the Party from their respective regions.

ii . The Chairperson of the National Women's Movement and President of the National Youth Movement
‘shs_ul be elected only by registered members of their respective groups.

iii o Chairperson/Leader of the Person with disabilities Council, NCD, SSLDC shall be elected by

registered members of their respective Group

iv * In the event of a vacancy in the-office of the National Chairperson prior to any pending National
Convention, the Deputy National Party Chairperson $hall act as the National Chairperson at the

, Convention. He or She shall serve for the remaining tenure of the immediate former Chairperson,

and shall Chair the National Convention, except where she/he secks election for Chairmanship

of the Party.

v In the event of a vacancy in the office of the Deputy National Chairperson, the National Governing

Council, shall elect someone from amongst its membership to fill the vacancy

ARTICLE X - REGIONAL CONVENTIONS

SECTION 1

The following shall govern the activities/operation of Regional Conventions

i, A region means one of the three provinces in the Republic of Sierra Leone namely, Northern

Province, Southern Province and the Eastern Province as well as the Western Area.
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ii.

iii. Each Region may organize Regional Conventions at a time as close to the National Delcgatcs‘_
Convention as possible in order to elect Regional Party officials and Delegates who shall repre’sent -
the varicus region at the National Convenlmn

iv, Each Region shall ensure that each Constituency Chapter with a minimum of 25 members or
multiples thereof, within the Region has a delegate or delegates proportional to the number of
registered members of such a Chapter to represent them at both the Tf'":O!‘IHl and national
convention.

ARTICLE XI: SPECIAL CONVENTIONS 2 '
A special session of the National Delegates Convention may be summoned by the Party Chairperson where the
matter to be decided cannot beghandled by the National Governing Council and shall be approved by two-thirds of
all members of the National Governing Council or on requisition in writing submitted by at least one third of the
delegates who attended the preceding Nationgl Delegates Convention. Any decision reached at a Special Convention
can be overturned by two-thirds majority of the delegates attending the National Delegates Convention held after
the Special Convention. y
'Y ARTICLE XII: NATIONAL GOVERNING COUNCIL:
The National Governing Couneil shall be the second highest organ of the Party.
SECTION 1
AUTHORITY OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNING COUNCIL
(a) The National Governing Council shall meet at least once every year:
i To discuss and address matters of serious concern to the Party,
ii.  To monitor the general activitics of the Party and to provide direction for such activities with a
view to reporting to the National Delegates Conventiopn. ;
ili.  To make policy and administrative decisions on behalf of the National Delegates Convention
which, in the opinion of the NEC cannot wait until the next NDC, and to present such decisions
for ratification at the next NDC?
iv.  To receive and review the annual reports from the National Executive Committee on the operations
of the Party, with a view to reporting to the National Delegates Convention,
: v. To examine and approve the annual audited accounts of the Party, to discharge the Treasurer
o from liability, and to set the scale of annual dues to be paid by Party members;
vi. To appoint committees within the Party other than NEC as and when it dcems necessary for
specific tasks and also stipulate and outline their terms of rci‘erent:c and reporting procedures.
vii.  To fill in all vacancies in the Parties organisational structure which ma} arise or exist before the
next National Delegates Convention to be held by the Party? : -
viii.  To review the credentials and interview nominees of the National Executive Committee for the
formation of a shadow government in the event that Party is in oppesition.
(B)  All matters of an urgent or emergency nature coming before the NGC which deman'z serious consideration
by the Party shall be dealt with at a Special Convention provided for by this const:iuiion,
(C) The Secretary-General of the Party shall be the Secretary to Lhc NGC and shall 1-~ue out all notices for
meetings of the NGC as the National Chairperson may direct.
SECTION 2:
COMPOSITION OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNING COUNCIL " )
The National Governing Council (NGC) shall consist of the following members:-
Y : . All the national Party officials that form the National Executive Committee;

All Members of parliament representing the Party.

There shall also be Diaspora Regions which shall be set up outside Sierra Lcone as the National
Executive committee may decide. But for any Diaspora region to acquire full Regional status it
shall have at least three Chapters within it each with a minimum of 25 members and the said
diaspora region shall be officially certified as such by the Nalional Executive Commfttee.
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The ChairPcrsol_'l of the Regional Women'’s Council representing the four Regions, Chairperson of the
Persons with Disability Council at Regional level totalling four Chairpersons, Chairperson of the Regional
youth Council totalling four and

Chairperson and Secretary-General of each district exccutive of the Party.

ARTICLE XIII: NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (NEC) OR EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
SECTION 1:

AUTHORITY AND FUNCTIONS OF NEC

There shall be established and maintained within the Party a National Executive Commiittee of the Party (herein
referred te in this constitution as “NEC”) which shall be responsible for the following:

I

1i.

iii.

iv.

vi.

vii.

viii,

b

. SECTION 2:
COMPOSITION OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Serve as day to day decision making body of the Party subject to the directives, decisions and
resolutions passed at the National Delegates Convention and by the National Governing Council;

Oversee, direct and co-ordinate the affairs of the Party in matters of Party organization, management

. and discipline.

To shortlist the names of candidates and nominees and submit the list to the National Governing
Council for approval in order to form a shadow government in the event that the Party is in the
opposition,

To act as the Executive body of the Party and deal with its administrative functions including
working in liaison with and overseeing the work of the Party’s Parliamentary Representatives,
the Party’s Women's Council, the Party’s Youth Council, Persons with disability Council and
other groups of the Party. '

To employ members of staff for all the departments/sectors of the Parly at the Party’s Headquarters
and to approve terms and condiuons of swokh STAIT, :

To appoint such committees as it deems necessary to aid its work from time to time for specified
tasks and to determine their terms of reference;

To receive, consider, approve and implement reports and recommendations from the said committees
or individuals to whom such tasks are assigned;

Empowered to, forward such reports and recommendations Lo the appropriate authorities for
approval;

To liaise with the Party Elections Commission in order to ensure coordination at elections including
nominations involving Party officials at all levels.

Subject to Article X1X of this Constitution (which defines the Powers and Duties of Party Officials) The National
Executive Committee (henceforth called NEC) shall consist of:

(a)

(b)

(d)

(k)

The Leader of the Party, (who shall be elected at a Primary election and endorsed at the
National Convention of the Party)

Deputy Party Leader, (Who shall be appointed by the Party Leader and shall serve as his or her running

mate)

National Party Chairperson, (Who shall be elected at the National Delegates Convention by Party
delegates)

Deputy National Party Chairperson, (who shall be elected at the National Delegates Convention)

Regional Chairpersons {one from each Region) including the Northern, Southern and Eastern Provinces
Western Area and the recognised Diaspora Regions established by the Party,

National Treasurer, (Who shall be elected at the Convention)

Deputy National Treasurer

National Party Electoral Commissioner

Deputy National Party Electoral Commissioner

Deputy National Treasurer

National Membership Director, (Elected at the Convention)




194 Fesruary, 2016 SIERRA LEONE GAZETTE 69

M

Deputy National Membership Director

(m) National General Secretary

(n) | Deputy National General Secretary

(o)  National Organizing Secretary

{(p) Deputy National Organizing Secretary

(¢ Chairperson of National Women’s Council

(r)  Chairperson of the National Youth Council

(s}  Chairperson of the National College Democrats

(tf Chairperson/Leader of the Persons with Disability Council

(W) Leader of the Party’s Parliamentary Representatives

(v} Deputy Leader of the Party’s Parliamentary Representatives

(w)  Party's Chief Internal Auditor. {(Elected at the national Convention but must meet the professional

qualification to serve as an auditor,)

(x)  Party's Deputy Chief Internal Auditor
SECTION 3: !
REGIONAL STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE:

The National Executive Committee shall operate in its administrative and oversight functions through the following
standing Committees, which shall be established at each Region or Chapter of the Party. The said Regional
Standing Committees will meet once every quarter, except during the quarter in which Party Convention is held.

(a) Policy and Strategy Committee

(b)  Recruitment and Membership Committee

(ci Finance Committee

(d) Legal and Disciplinary Committee

{e) Internal Audit and Reviews Committee

n Constituency Management Committee

(8]  Media Relations, Publicity and Communications Committee
(h}  Human Rights and Gender Compliance Committee

(i}  Action Committee for People With Disabilities,

() Any Other Committee deemed necessary by the National Executive Committee.
SECTION 4

‘GENERAL REQUIREMENTS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEES.

(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

(e

The Standing Committees may meet as olten as necessary, but not less than once a quarter.

Each Regional Standing Committee may include members of the Party who are not necessarily members of
the NEC such as subject-matter experts but shall be chaired by a Member of the NEC who would sit at NEC
meetings to report the work of the committee to the National Executive Council.

At every quarterly meeting cach Regional Standing Committee chairperson is required to present a quarterly
report of the work of his/her committee where applicable.

The Kegional Committees shall consist of competent people possessing relevant knowledge and skills in
the areas in which they are called to serve.

Whereas such Regional Committees are expected to serve on voluntary basis, the Party shall prpvide them
with the necessary finuncial, personnel and special facilities to enable them to function effectively.
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70.
()  The Regional Committees shall have power to co-opt not more than one third of their total membership, for
the purpose of enhancing their professional and technical capacity. >
{7} Part ‘af_ the ass_igmucnl of eaf:h Regional committee shall include research, investigations and cvaluation ef
specialized prujt:ct_s. ’l‘hf: ﬁpdmgs shall be-repoerted 10 the NEC. Such reports shall include specilic proposals
_:l‘nd reco_mmcndmmns for implementation presented te the NEC which muy approve, muodify or reject them.
lk%c_ Regional Such committees may also be called upon to implement recommendations, conduct fund
raising or undertake any other duty assigned to them by NEC
SECTION &5

GENERAL BESCRIPTIONS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE STANDING COMMITTLEES:

]

by

Policy and strategy Committee: The committce shall be responsible for formulating public pulicics on
behalf of the Party to relleet the core values and principles of the Party, The Committee shall be required fo
create a platform for an open, free and frank debate on issues of national nterest o cncourage varying
perspeetives on public policies. This Committee shall have at least one mewber from the arliamentary

Representative Council of the Party.
Recruitment & iembership Committee also known as
“Coordinated €ampaizn Committee™:

- “this Commitice shall be headed by the Membership Birector who shall be clected at the National
Convention. Each District Chapter shall have a Membership Conunittee.

Membership of the National membership of the Coordinated Campnign Committee shall consist of the
Chairpersons of cach of the Membership Committees of all Chapters of the Party.

The Committee shall operate through the various Membership Committees ol all Regional Chapters
of the Party.

The main function of the Membership Committee shall be to ereate and implement membership
development plans to grow, promote membership and encourage the retention of existing members.

Purpose and Powers of The Committees .

The Committee shall also coordinate membership recruitment for all Regions of the Party; [acilitate
Voter Registration, Voler ldentification, Get Out to Vote and other activities consistent with the
guidelines established by the National Electoral Cominission.

Furthermere The Coordinated Campaign Committece shall, subject to the approval of the NEC, be
empowered to raise and expend funds, conduct campaign activitics, ¢nter nto contracts and generally
conduct business in furtherance of its defined purposc.

Subject to the approval of NEC It shall have the authorily to create its own strictures and cstablish its
own policies and procedures.

Reporting and Accounting:

(e}

The Membership Campaign Commitice of each District Chapter and Party Asso report to
the District Chairperson of the Chapter as well as the National Membership Direct activities.

1t shall also account for all its income and expenditure to both the National Membership Director and
the District Chapter chairperson on a bi-annual basis and shall update the Director concerming its
funds at each regularly scheduled meeting or upon the special request of the same.

Finance Committee:

This Committee shall be headed by the National Treasurer and shall comprise the ‘Treasurers and Financial
Secretaries of each of the chapters of the Party. This committee shalt also coordinate its work with 1he Membership

Committee.
The main function of the finance committee is Lo provideFinancial oversight for the Party. The
Committee shall lead clforts to develop the Party’s annual Budgets, handle financial planning, reporting,
and the creation and monitoring of intérnal controls and accountability policies of the Party.

{d) Eegal Affairs and Disciplinary Committee:

This Committee shall handle the review of all by-lsws developed by ca
- with the Party’s censtitution and the Nutional. Constitution. .

-

4

ch €hapter to ensure that they are cansistcﬁly
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The Committee shall be responsible for providing, either on request or on its own initiative, legal
advice to the leadership of the Party on all agreements and other legal matters thut miy face the

Party.

It shall also provide, but not limited to, legal defence for the Party and its members who are involved
inconducting the Party’s business in Sierra Leone.

‘the Committee shall also Le responsible for handling all complaints made by or agains_t the Parl)_z and/or its
nembers. The Committee shall have the power to review and investigate any complaint directed at it and make
recommendations to the National Exceutive Committee for appropriate action,

Ilnternal Audit & Review Couumittee:

l2uch District shall appoint someone as the internal Auditor to serve on this Conunittee, wha shall
provide an internal audit report every six months to the National Exccutive Commitiee.

The Committee shall be headed by the Chief Internal Auditor whe shall be approved at the Party's
Convention, she/lie shall be assisted by a Deputy and shall consist of all the internal Chapter
Auditors,

This commitiee shall have the power to review the books of any District Chapter to ensure that
nceountability and transparency is observed. Each Chapter is required by (his constitution to submit
all documents relating to the finances of the Party within the Chapter to the Comimittee at least twice
a year in order [or the Comumittee to exercise its key function to provide bi-nunual audit report to the
National Exccutive Coumunittee,

Any Chapler which scfuses or neglects to open its books for auditing by 1he Internal Auditors upon
two consecutive demands made to it by shall be considered to be in breach of this constitution.

Management Commiteee: There shall be a Management Commitice that comprises of the following:

The Regional Chuirman, the National Vice-Chairman, the head of Policy and Stralegy Comimnittee,
Seeretary General, National Treasurer, National Organizing Secretary, Chairperson of The National
Women Council, Chairperson of the Youths Council, Chairperson of the Persons with disability
Council Chairperson for the Legal and Disciplinary Committee and the Chairperson Diaspora Relations
Committee. The Sceretary General shall be the administrative head of the stalf of this Commitice
supervised by the National Parly Chair.

The functions of the Management Committee shall include:-
i. To discuss, propese and prepare agenda for NEC meetings;
ii. To attend to all urgent businesses that may arisc before the next meeting;

iti. To perform any other duties that may be assigned by the NEC to il.
(L} scdon Cowmmmitice fur keogle with Disabilities:

This comnmittee is set up to educale and promote understanding ol the issucs and problems fucing people with
disabilitis ithin the Party and to work towards equal opportunities, reducing barriers and ensuring full participation
of persons wai disabilities in the allairs ol the Party.

¢ Committee shall develop appropriate policy recommendations for the Party that address the
allenges faced by people with disabilities in arcas such as healtheare, housing, transportation,
come assistance, education, employmient and human and civil rights including participation in
ammunity affairs of the Party.

ATCTICLIS XiV: NATIOWAL SZCRETARIAT.
SSCTICH 1

There shall be established a National Secretariat, which shall be headed by the National Secretury-General assisted
by the Deputy National Sceretary-General. The Sccretariat shall handle all the administrative functions of the
Party, wiantain records, and oversee or perform all secretarial duties, and shall be divided :nto  departments/
directorates, each headed by a Director, There shall be Regional Party Secretarics in cachi segion in every Party
Regional Office who shall report to the National Secretary-General.

SECTION 2:

There shall be members of stall working within cach Party department whose terms and conditions of scrvice
shall be determined by the NEC;

SECTION 3:

The National Sceretariat shall handle the day-to-day administrative functions of the Party and be rcsponsibl:e for
implenienting policies and programmes of the Party under the guidance of the Natonal Scecrctary General, National
Chairperson and the NEC;
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ARTICLE XV: REGIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (REC)
SECTION 1

.DEFINITION OF PARTY REGIONS

The Party shall have a Regional Executive Committee in each region of Sierra Leone as well as in the Diaspora and
shall include the Northern, Southern and Eastern Provinces, Western Area and where applicable the Diaspora
Regions,

SECTION 2

{8) The Regional Executive Committee shall comprise of the following officials elccted at the Regional Convention:
Regional Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer,
Organizing Secretary and Assistant Organizing Secretary

(b) The Chairperson and the Secretary, Regional Women’s Council;
(c) The Chairperson and the Secretary, Regional Youth Council;
() Representative of the Action Committee for People Living with Disabilities,

(¢) The Party’s elected Parliamentarians, the Party’s District Chairpersons and Secretary-General
SECTION 3
TERM OF OFFICE OF REC OFFICIALS

(a) Members of the Regional Executive Commilttee shall be elected by secret ballot, at the Regional Convention
which shall be held in the same year as the National Delegates Convention and shall hold office for 5 years
and shall be eligible for re-election.

(b) Every Regional Executive Committee shall convene an Annual Regional General Meeting of all Constituency
Chapters within the Region to present the Region's Annual Report and work plan for the subsequent year.

(c) The Regional Annual General Mecting shall be convened by the REC and
shall consist of:-

i. Al office holders of the Regional Executive Cominittee;
ii.  All office holders of the Regional Women Council;
iii.  All office holders of the Regional Youths Council;
iv. All office holders of the district Coordinative Committee in the Region

v. All office holders of the Regional Action Committees for people living with disability.

— T -

SECTION 4 *
REGIONAL EXECUTIVE SECRETARIATS:

The Secretary of the Regional Executive Comrmittee and his/her deputy shall manage and operate the Regional
Executive Secretariat of the Party established in each Region.

SECTION 5

AUTHORITY AND FUNCTIONS OF THE REGIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
Functions of the REC shall include:-

(a) Carrying out NEC-delegated duties by providing guidance and leadership in candidate selections

(b} Outlining timely electoral strategies for Regional Campaign Committees.

() Formulating Region-specific policies and carrying out policy development at Regional level.

(d) Recruiting prospective Regional candidates, subject to NEC ratification and in cenformity with overall Party
policy and national ideals,

(e) Carrying out activities that promote the policies and programmes of the Party, including promoting political,
civic and public education in the Region, reeruiting and reviewing Parly membership in the Region and
ensuring strict discipline and adherence to Party policies and programmes amongst Party members and
officials of the Region.

(i It shall also have the power to suspend and/or recommend to the NEC the dismissal of an errant official
alter such official, has been given reasonable opportunity to defend him/herself and provided that such
decision does not contradict any provision in the Constitution of the Party
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(g and engaging in income generating activities in the Region on behalf of the Party as well as to manage the
financial affairs at Regional level '

ARTICLE XVI: DISTRICT COORDINATING COMMITTEE (DCC):

 SECTION 1

THE DISTRICT COORDINATING COMMITTEE (DCC):
SECTION (la)

A district represents one of the fourteen electoral districts in Sierra Leone namely Kenema, Kono, Kailahun, Bo,

' Pujehun, Bonthe, Moyamba, Tonkolili, Koinadugu, Kambia, Port Loko, Bombali, Western Urban and Rural Districts.

Each District is required to have a District Coordinating Committee. The DCC shall be the governing bedy for the
district comprising the various Constituency Chapters in the District.

Section (1b)

The Diaspora shall be divided into Constituency Chapters with elected officials.

Each Diaspora Chapter may define its constitucncy depending on the number of members it has per geographical
division within the Diaspora region. To this extent a Constituency Chapter shall not be further constituted into a
District as defined by this Constitution. The largest component of the Diaspora Chapter put together in a geographical
unit shall be a Constituency Chapter and not a District.

SECTION 2
COMPOSITION OF THE DCC:
This committee shall consist of the following:
i. The Chairperson of each Constituency Management Committee,

ii. The Secretary of each Constituency Management Committee

iii. The Organising Secretary of each Constituency Management Committee

.

iv. Two additional representatives of each Constituency Management Committee,

v. Members of Parliament from the District who are Party members and any other elected official including
those elected at Local Government level.

vi. The District Coordinating Committee shall elect its Chairperson and Secretary-General from amongs

its membership at their inaugural meeting.

SECTION 1
SECTION (1a)
A constituency is an area delimited and defined by the National Electoral Commission of Sierra Leone. For Party

Members living abroad shall have at least one Chapter in each constituency otherwise known as “Constituency
Chapter”. The Chapters of each Constituency Chapter are the main units through which members of the Party in

the Diaspora can exercise membership rights and responsibilities within the Party abroad.

Section (1b)

A geographical unit comprising various Constituency Chapters in a Country or Countries may with the approval of
NEC be designated as a diaspora Region which shall have a structure that is similar to the Regional Executive
Committee in Sierra Leone.

SECTION 1:
Responsibilities of a Constituency Chapter.

i. The Party's chapters are the primary organizations through which the rights and responsibilities of
the members of the Party shall be organized.

ii. ‘The Constituency Chapter shall form the nucleus of the Constituency, abroad which coordinates
other Constituency Chapters in designated diaspora Region to further the affairs of the Party abroad.

iii. Each Constituency Chapter name shall have the official Constituency number designated to it by the
Party’'s NEC working in collaboration with the diaspora Region. -
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iv.

vi.

vil.

viil.,

SECTION 2:

The Chapters shall be empowered to raise and may expend funds, and additionally prescribe their
own membership subscription over and above Party’s membership subscription delined and voted for
at the National convention. It shall also conduct campaign activities, olfer advice to the Party on
organizational development and strategic matters, elect one delegate per Chapler o the National
Convention as this Constitution shall provide, and generally conduct business in furtherance of its
defined objectives. However, a chapter shall not bind the party Onancially to any third party obligation
without the prior approval of a majerity vete of the National Executive Commniitice,

fach Chapter shall have the authority to develop its own By-laws, elect its own Chapter Executives
and estublish its own policies and procedures provided they are not inconsistent with this constitution,
The by-laws developed by the Chapter shall be reviewed and approved by the Party’s NEC to ensure
that the by-laws are not inconsistent with this Constitution.

Each Chapter shall report to the CMC about its activities on a regular basis at least once every six
months.

Each Chapter shall account for all of its income and expenditures to the CMC through its Treasurer
on a quarterly basis.

Each Constituency Chapter is required to create Steering Committees within the Constituency according
to the number of chapters it has, as well as the number of members it registercd.

CONSTITUENCY MAWNAGEMENT COMMITTEE (CHC)

There shall be established a Coustituency Management Committee in each constituency which shall be elected by
members of the Party within the constituency, whether such Constituency exists in Sicrra Leone or abroad (in the
case of the later otherwise known as Constituency Chapter) Each elected CMC shall consist of:-

iii.

vi,
vii,
viii.

ix.

Xii.

xiii.

SECTION 3 :

FUNCTIONS

Chairperson,

Vice-Chairperson,

Sceretary-General,

Assistant Sccretary-General

Treasurer,

Assistant Treasurcer,

Orgunizing Secretary and

Assistant Organizing Sccretary,

The Chairperson and Seccretary ol the Constituency Women Council;
The chairperson and secretary of the Constituency Youths Council;
The Chairperson and Secretary of Persons with Disability Council

The Party's District Council officials and Parliamentarians in the constituency and

The Parly’s Regional Executive members from the constituency;

OF THE CONSTITUENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (CLiC)

The functions of the CMC shall include:

i,
ii.

i,

keeping of all records applicable to the Constituency,
making the necessary returns to the District Coordinating committee,

organizing the Party’s affairs within the constituency, recruiting members of (he Party and building
a strong grassrools support for the Party;

Organising its own meetings at least once every three months
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SECTION 4

The Constitucncy Sccretary-General and his/her deputy shall operate the Comstituency Seerctariat within the
Constituency Management and the Seeretariat shall scrvice the Constitucncy Management Committee;

SECTION 5

Members of the Constituency Management Committee shall be elected by sceret ballot for a period of five years and
shall be cligible for re-election.

SECTIOR 6

There shall be an Annual General Meeting of the Constituency to be held once every year. It shall comprise the
following members )

i.  All Constituency Management Committee members;
ii.  All olficials of Women Council in the constituency
iii.  All officials of the Youths Council in the constitucney.

iv. All Officials of the Persons.with Disability Council

v. ‘I'he constituency Party Member in parliament;

vi. The Party Regional Exccutive members [rom the constitucncy;

ARTICLE XVIII: WARD STEERING COMMITTEES:
A constituency is divided into several wards. Each Constituency Chapter is required to create groups of Steering

Committees according to the number of electoral wards that are under its jurisdiction provided that each Ward
shall have a stecring Comumittee.

~ SECTION 1: The Ward Steering Committecs shall consist of the following members:-
i. Chairperson,
ii, Vice-Chairperson,
iii.  Secretary,
iv. Assistanl Secrctary,
v, Treasurcr
vi. Assistant Treasurer
vii.  Organising Secretary and
viii.  Assistant Organizing Secretary;
ix. All officials of the Women Council in the Ward;

x. Al officials of the Youth Council in the Ward;
SECTION 2:

The WSC Secretary shall perform the functions similar to those performed by the Secretary-General at the
Constituency level,

SECTION 3:

The Ward shall meet at least once every two months and shall hold an AGM whose membership shall eomprise:
i. All WSC members,
ii.  All office holders of the Ward Women's Couneil,
iii. - AH office holders of the Ward Youth Council and the CMC executive members from the Ward
iv. Al Qffice holders of Persens with Disability Council and

v. Constituency Management Committee
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SECTION 4:

"The Ward AGM shall be held once each year. Officials of the Comunittees shall be elected by sccret ballot at an
AGM to serve for a period of five (5) years and shall be eligible for re-clection.

SECTION 5:

The functions of the WSC shall include the following:-

i. To carry out organizational activities and publicity function amongst the people within the Ward i

order to mobilize support for the Party's policies, programmes and actions from time to time;

ii.  To carry out civic education amengst the membership and the general public;

iii.  To convey to the grassroots membership of the Party at the Ward level, the decisions, programmes
policies and recommendations of the various organs of the Party including the NDC, NGC, NEC, REC
and CMC

iv.  To scrutinize and vet the names of persons from their wards aspiring to stand for National positions
on the Party's ticket and to make appropriate recommendations to the Constituency Management
Committee in that regard;

v. To prepare quarterly Reports for discussion and deliberation by OMC;

vi. To ensure that discipline and harmony prevails in the Party at the Ward level.

SECTION 6:

The WSC shall be responsible for membership recruitment, collection of membership dues, propagation of Party
policies at the grassroots, and the management of all Party affairs within the Ward.

ARTICLE XIX: POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTY OFFICIALS:

SECTION 1:

Leader of the NATIONAL PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS:

{a) The LEADER of the Party shall be the Political Head of the Party.

() He or she shall be the “public face” of the Party, be responsible for managing the Party's relationship with
the general public, to include communicating Party policies and election platform to the outside world.

(c) Where the Leader of the Party wins the Presidential elections, he or she shall continue to serve as Leader
of the Party as long as he remains the President of Sierra Leone.

{d) Where on the other hand the leader fails to secure the Presidency, he or she shall cease to serve as Leader
immediately after he fails to win a Presidential election except where the results of the elections are in
dispute. Upon failure to become the Country’s President, all powers vested in the Leader by this constitution
shall be assumed by the Chairperson of the Party, until the next primary for the election of the Flagbearer
of the Party. '

(¢} If the disputed results confirms the Party Leader as winner of the Presidential Election, he or she shall
continue his or her role as Leader of the Party. she/he shall continue to serve the full duration of his/her
term,

SECTION 2:

Party Chairperson:

(a)

The Chairperson of the Party shall serve as the administrative head of the Party.

\(
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®)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(

(8

(h)

(i)

As administrative head of the Party, the Chairperson is responsible for the internal governance of the
Party, including management of stalf, presiding over all National Executive Committee Meetings, and The
National Governing Council and shall report to the Party Lewder about activities' of the Party as and when
required to do so. .

In order to run for any other office including the Office of Party Leader the chairpersen shall resign at least
six (6) months in advance,

In collaboration with the Party Leader, he or she shall commmunicate and disseminate the positions, ideas
and opinions on matters pertaining to the Party.

He/She shall build and maintain a working relatonship with the chairpersons of the various Regions and
Chapters of the Party and coordinate their operations.

He/She shall direct the execution of duties that may be assigned to him/her by the Party Leader

The Party chairperson assumes the role and responsibilities of the Leader at the end of any Presidential
election in which the Leader loses the Presidential contest she/he shall act as both Leader and Chairperson
of the Party.

In the event that the Party is in opposition, the Chairperson as acling Party Leader shall be required to
nominate persons who are Party members within 30 days, for the formation of a shadow government subject
tn the approval of the Natinnal Governing Council.

If the Party Leader wins the Presidential elections to serve as President and Head of State of the nation,
while still remaining as the Leader of the Party, the chairperson shall as far as possible assume his or her
day to day responsibilities as Party Leader and shail report to the Leader from time to time,

SECTION 3:

The Deputy Chairperson:

(a) The Deputy Chairperson of the Party assumes the roles and responsibilities of the chairperson in his
absence.
(b)  she/he shall assume any responsibility or function delegated to him or her by the Party chairperson.
SECTION 4:

NATIONAL SECRETARY GENERAL:

The Party's Secrgtary General (SG) shall:

(@)

M)

(c)

(d)

fe)

be responsible for the operation and management of the Party's National Sccretariat and other Departments
within the Secretariat.

ensure that meectings of the National Executive Committee, the National Governing Council, and the National
Delegates and Special Conventions take place as provided for in this Constitution and at such times as may
be decided upon by the National Executive Committee,

Keep or cause to be kept proper record of minutes of all meetings of the National Executive Committee, the
National Governing Council, and the National Delegates and Special Conventions, and ensure the distribution
of such minutes to persons or bodies concerned.

Oversee on behalf of the National Executive Committee (NEC) the operations of Special Committees of the
Party

Coordinate the work of other Staff members within the Secretariat and review their daily reports presented
to him/her.
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SECTION 5:

THE DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL

The Deputy Secretary General shall:-

(a)

(o)

assist the SG in all matters and functions pertaining to that office; in particular matters related to staff
discipline and shall

assume all duties in his/her absence.

SECTION 6:

NATIONAL PARTY TREASURER

(a)

(b)

j (c)
(d)
(e)
(0

(g

The National Party Treasurer shall be responsible for managing the finances of the Party by providing
general financial oversight, be part of the Party's Fundraising Committee to provide advice on fundraising
strategy, prepare budgets, financial reports and control the Party's Bank accounts, ensure that proper
records are in place, assets are properly recorded and that necessary insurances are taken she/he shall
also coordinate the activities of the treasurers of all Regions and chapters of the Party.

In the above regard, each Region and chapter of the Party is required to have a Treasurer who performs a
similar function as the National Party Treasurer. To qualify for nomination to serve as the Party Treasurer
a candidate must have the necessary professional skills to perform his or her dufies and may be required to
show evidence of professional qualification or proof of experience in managing linances.

The nominee must also understand the legal significance of the position and must be willing and ready to
sign a Fiduciary Trust Agreement with the Party.

Each Region and Chapter shall have a Finance Committee and the Treasurer shall give monthly financial
updates to the Finance Committee,

Prepare or cause the preparation of, and submit to the National Executive Committee and the National
Governing Council, financial statements at the end of every quarter of the year for the Party’s NEC and at
least once every six (6) monthsfor the Party’s NGC.

ensure that duly audited Annual Statements of Account are circulated to all Party organs and their Delegates
at the time the notice convening the National Delegates Convention is sent out.

Ensure preparation and submission of annual audited accounts to the PPRC and any other statutory office
as provided for by the laws of Sierra Leone.

SECTION T7:

THE DEPUTY NATIONAL TREASURER

The Deputy Mational Treasurer shall:-

Assist the National Treasurer in all duties pertaining to that office and shall assume all such duties in his or
her absence.

SECTION 8:

THE NATIONAL ORGANISING SECRETARY:-

The National Organising Secretary of the Party shall:

a)

()

be the main contact person for the planning promotion and organisation of Party Events and functions.

Ensure that all members are informed of dates and venues of forthcoming events in which the Party is
involved;
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(¢) Produce detailed propesals for events to include timelines, venues, suppliers, legal obligations, budgets
and agree to limits of the budget;

(d) In collaboration with the relevant Party Committee, identify and sccure speakers or guest speakers; schedule
workshops and demonstrations; and make sure that all, first aid, and safety obligations are adhered to;

(¢] Coordinate with the various committees including the Fundraising committee and campaign teams to ensure
that Party members are informed of planned events of the Party,

() Prepare reports for Events conducted by the Party and post-event evaluation (including data entry) analysis.
SECTION 9:
THE DEPUTY NATIONAL ORGANISING SECRETARY (NOS):-
The Deputy National Organising Secretary shall:

(a) Assist the NOS in all duties pertaining to that office, and

() Assume all such duties in the latter's absence, and

() Assist the NOS in all matters relating (0 organisation of public meetings, Functions and meet-the-people
tours.

SECTIOK 10:
'NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR:

(@ The Membership Director shall be responsible for creating and implementing membership development
plans to expand, promote membership and encourage the retention of existing members.

(b} Shall head the National Membership Committee and shall coordinate the activities of lower level
Membership Committees through the membership chairperson of each Region and Chapter.

(¢} Shall host membership recruitment meetings for prospective members and orientation sessions for new
members.

ARTICLE XX: PRIMARY ELECTIONS OF THE NATIONAL PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS:

SECTION 1:
i

Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the following Officials shall be elected through Primary Elections
conducted by the Party

(1) Party Leader/Flagbearer
{2) Parliamentarians

(3) Local Government Officials, including Councillors, District Chairpersons, City Mayors

(i)  Only registered and fully paid up members of the Party shall be awarded the Farty Symbol

(iiij  Only registered and fully paid up members of the Party can Vote and be Voted for in the said
Elections.
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SECTION 1B:

All primaries for the Party’s candidates for Leadership shall be as far as possible conducted simultaneously by all
Regions and Chapters on the same dalc. Similarly, the constituency primaries for Parliamentary candidates of the
Party shall as far as possible also be condiicted on the same date. The candidates returned at these respective
Primary Elections shall, nonetheless, be confirmed ut the Party’s National Delegates Convention,

SECTION 1C

Officials of the Party at Regional, District, Conslituency Chapter and Ward Levels shall also be clected at Primary
Elections conducted by the Party at their decentralised levels. They shall, as may be appropriate, and subject to
the provisions of this Constitution, be qualified as delegates for the Party’s National Delegates Convention.

SECTION 1D

The provisions of this Constitution section {section 1 hercin} shall not apply to the inaugural National Delegates
Convention of the Party, in which ull fully registered and paid-up Members of the Party attending the said
inaugural Convention shall be eligible to vote and be voted for at the Convention. However there shall be no
election for the position of the Pa ty Leader, Local Government Officials, Councillors, city Mayors or for the
awarding of symbols to Parliamentary candidates at the inangural Convention. Only Admin Officials of the Parly
shall bé elected at the inaugural Couvention

SECTION 1E

All officials elected at the said Convention shall serve until the next National Delegates Convention, notice of
which shall be announced in due course. The person elected as National Chairperson shall serve as both Chairperson
and acting Leader of the Party until the next NDC.

SECTION 2:

The rules, regulations and guidelines governing the Primary elections of the Party shall be defined in the NPD
Electoral Rules Book”, which shall be ratified at the inaugural Convention and any other amendment thereafter.

SECTION 3:
GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE PARTY'S ELECTORAL RULES BOOK:
There shall be an electoral Commission of the National Progressive Democrats comprising Five (5) members, The

Electoral Commission shall conduct all elections issue guidelines regarding the same, such guidelines must be

fair, Progressive, practical and cannot be inconsistent with provisions of this Constitution.

(a The Electoral Commission of the Party shall be elected al the Party’s National Delegates Convention including
the inaugural Convention. Such elections shall be conducted and supervised by the Party Chairperson. In
the case of the inaugural Convention the election of the Party’s Commission shall be conducted by the
interim Chairperson of the Party

(b) A person shall not be qualified to contest any primary elections of the Party if he or she:

1. is disqualified under national clectoral laws from contesting for any public election /office;

ti.  is not a member of the Party in good standing at least thirty (30) days prior to the filing of nominations;
and

Hi.  1s for any reason disqualified from being a Party member as spelt out in Article V of this Constitution,
(c) At least ten (10) days before the Primary elections the Electoral commission shall publish a delegates list.

(d)  The Five (5) appointed Commissioners of the Party shall be persons ofi-
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(k)

N

(m)

i Proven moral integrity and professional;

ii. Fully paid up members of the Party;
iii.  Citizens of Sierra Leone; and
iv.  Shall not have held any other office in the Party.

The Commission shall carry out voter education programs and activities.

The Presidential Primary election shall be hield at least Six (6) months before the Nation President
Elections and the winner there of shall become the Party’s Pregidential Candidate who shall be present
to the citizenry;

The winner of the Presidential Primary election shall secure the majority Votes in the overall Prim:
Elections for Leadership.

‘The Rules, Regulations and Guidelines for the Primary Elcttions shall be approved at the Party's inaugu:
Convention.

Where two or more members of the Party are contesting in a Primary Election for any pasition all members
of the National Executive Committee and all members of the Party’s National electoral Commission are
prehibited from catiipaigning for any of tic candidates.

Only persons cligible to vote under the Laws of Sierra Leone and are registered members of the NPD are
allowed to vote at the NPD Primary Llections. .
The Chief Electoral Commissioner shall through electoral commission notify all Committees well in advanc:
but not less than 60 days before the date set for the primary elections:

1s, The notice shall state the date and time and .include specific guidelines for the opening of nominaticn
and conduct of the Primary Elections {or both the Presidential and Parliamentary seats in each
constituency or any other Party election. :

ii.  The notice must include specific guu‘lchnca for quallflccmon for Candldatcs and procedures for
Campangnmg and Voting.

iii. The guidelines shall be fair to all, democratic, practical apd must meet the standard of ‘this constitution

The Constituency Exccutive Committee shall within seven days of receipt of such notice circulate |
notice to all Wards.

Representatives of the Party’s Elcctoral Comimission shall supervise at the Regional level and supervise the
primary election process for candidates at the constituency level,

SECTION 4:

BREACHES OF THIS CONSTITUTION:

(@

b)

It will be a breach of this Constitution incurring serious disciplinary action including but not limited o

; expulsmn from the Party, for any Flagbearer candidate or the Party's nominees at all levels of the electerl

process or local council to merge, support or endorse any other Political Party or Candidate without e
prior express approval of the National Executive Council of the Party.

It will also be a breach of this Constitution leading to cxpulsion for any member of the Party's leadership
including members of the NEC, to select or support a candidate over and above that which the general
Party's membership has elected in a primary election to represent the Party in National elections.




82

SIERRA LEONE GAZETTE 1971 Fesruary, 2016

ARTICLE XXI: GENERAL RULES FOR PARTY OFFICIALS:

(@) A national official shall hold office for a maximum period of five years and shall be eligible for re-election
for another final term of five years.
g
fo) A National Party official shall ccase to hold office when he/she:
i.  Voluntarily resigns as provided for in this Constitution
ii.  Removed from office as specified for in this Constitution
ili. Ceases to be a member of the Parly as provided in this Constitution,
ARTICLE XXII: SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE PARTY:
SECTION 1:
PARTY PARLIAMENTARY CAUCUS.The main function of the Party's Parliamentary Caucus is to serve as a forum
for raising and discussing legislative agenda and advanecing i Party's polisica in the House of Parliament, The
Caucus may organize and/or form Campaign Committces to help raise funds to re-elect its members and to bnngi
attention to issues important to the Caucus members and the Party. ;
fa) The Caucus shall comprise all elected representatives of the Party who serve in the House of Parliament.
(b) Members of this Caucus shall be responsible to for implementation of the Party’s policies and to pursue their
enactment into Legislation, whether the Party is in opposition or in Government. They may formulate
strategies to win more scats in Parliament in collaboration with the National Coordinated Campaign Committee
but they do not have any direct control over the administrative affairs of the Party.
(¢} They may set up their own independent campaign and fundraising committee to help re-elect their
members. '
(d) They are free to determine their leadership structure and any other function relevant te their operations,

SECTION 2:

THE PROGRESSIVE YQUTH COUNCIL.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Any young member between the ages of 18 and 35 inclusive can be considered a “Progressive Youth”, e 4

The “Progressive Youth Council” shall organize activities, formulate viewpoints, aid in campaigns, and
aid in any other functions geared towards the advancement of the Party.

There shall be a Youth Convention which meets before the National Convention to elect the leadership, of
the Party’s Youth Council including the Election of Youth Council Leader, Secretary General, Organising
Secretary, Treasurer and Publicity Secretary.

The Youth Council shall meet at least four times a year to direct campaigns and recruitment. It shall also
manage the day to day affairs of the Progressive Youths and shall establish chapters in Colleges in Sierra

. Leone and Constituencies around the country.

The Youth Council shall also organise seminars and public meetings on political, social and economic
issues affecting youths and seek te establish institutional relationship with other youth councils or movements
locally and internationally sharing similar values.

Develop policies and regulations which advance the interests of Youths in every decision making process
within the Party and in Government.

Xy
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SECTION 3:
THE PROGRESSIVE WOMEN's COUNCIL.

- The Progressive Women's Council shall work for equitable representation and participation of women the decision-
making processcs at all levels of the Party and in Government.

{a)  The Womien's Council shall recommend and advocate for policics and determine agenda that seek to promoie
the civic and cconomic rights of women.

fo} It shall engage in economic development activities to promote the cconomic welfare of its members.
(c) It shall also against sexism, discrimination and marginalisation within the Party and in government.
{d) Its members shall comprise women from all works of life.

(e) The Women's Council shall have as part of its leadership structure the Leadér, the Sccretary General,
Organising Secretary, Treasurer and Publicity Sccretary.
SECTION 4:

PERSONS WITH DISABILITY COUNCIL

()  The disability Council shall advocate for cqual rights and speeial opportunities and facilities for the physical' -
or mentally challenged,

{b) It shall campaign against discrimination and marginalisation of the disabled.
(c) The Persons with Disability Counecil shall have as part of its leadership structure:
| Elected Leader ; ‘
General Secretary
Organising Secretary
Treasurer
Pulbilicity Secretary.
ARTICLE XXIII: MANAGEMENT OF PARTY FINANCES:
¥ SECTION 1: SOURCES
The source of funds of the Party shall include the following:-

(8 Membership dues;

(b}  Voluntary coquibulinns

{c) Donations, bequests and grants, from any other source that is not proscribed by law;

(d) The proceeds of any investment, project or undertaking in which the Party has an interest;
(e) Net income from publications and other saleable items offered for sale to the public;

()  Net Income from the Party's investment interest in business entities;

(g)  Such public funds as may be provided under the Political Parties Act or any other laws;

(h) '}'he Party through the National Treasurer may borrow funds from any source it deems appropriate for the
purpose of promoting the Party's aims and objects and carrying out the Party's programmes;
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SECTION 2:

PURPOSE OF PARTY FUNDS

fhe Munds of the Party shall be used to:

(1)

Cover administrative expenses of the Party

(b)  To Pay directly or indirectly remuncrotion, fees, rewards or any other benefit to a member or supporter of the
Party;

(c} To pay the wages and salaries of Party staft

(d) To finance or contribute to any ;nnltcr, cquse, event or oecasion directly or indirectly benelicial to the Party;

le)  To acquire or maintain any ripht or financial intercst in any business or any immovable property;

() For any other purpose compatible with the promotion of a multi-Party democracy, the electoral processes, or
for purposes of promoting the Party’s aims and objects, pregrammes and policies

SECTION. 3:

GENERAL RULES & CONTROL OF PARTY FUNDS:

(@)

(o)

(c)

(d)

(c)

4]

(h)

(i)

]

The MNational Treasurer shall be the principle Party Financial Officer. .
Each chapter must ensure that the Treasurer has the professional requirement to manage finances and must
sign a Fiduciary Trust Agreement with the Chairman who would be signing on behall of the Party.

All monies received as contributions, donations, dues, or otherwise by or for the Party either at chapter or
national level or any by any organ of the Party organized or operated under the expressed autherity of the
NATIONAL PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS, shall be paid to and accounted for by the Nalional Treasurer at
National level or Chapter Treasurér at the chapter level, who shall deposit all said funds in a bank or banks
in the name of the NATIONAL PROGRESSIVIEE DEMOCRAT at National or chapter level,

All funds deposited into the National bank account of the Party shall be withdrawn only on vouchers signed
by both the National'Treasurer and the Party chair,

Similarly, all funds deposited to any bank account of the Party at chapter level shall be withdrawn only on
vouchers signed by the chapter Treasurer and the chapter chair.

As provided in the Political Partics Act and for the avoidance of doubt, no funds may be distributed among
L I
members as prohibited under the said Act or any other relevant law;

Officials of the Party, and badiés éreafed by it, may not incur expenditure in excess of the funds put at their
disposal without prior authority in writing from the NEC; ?

The financial year of the Party shall be in line with the Government of Sierra Leone's financial year.

The Party may establish additional rulés and regulations to govern the collection, keeping, disbursement
and management of finances;

The Party shall initiate or cause to be prepared the necessary periodical financial rules and procedures for

approval by NGC and NDC;

SECTION 4:

APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS:

(a)

The National heashrqr*shall only pay out funds on itemized statements which bear the signed .apprmgal of

the National Party Chairman designated in writing by the Party Chair to approve the payment of such
accounts. i
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(b}  The Chair of the Party shall not approve the payment of any statement which is submitted contrary to the
provisions of this Constitution and unless in the opinion of the approving olficer reasonably exercised such
statement represents services, merchandise, supplies, properly obtained or used and applied or to be so
used and applied for the promotion of the welfare of the NATIONAL PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS of any
given chapter.

SECTION 5:
DUAL SIGNATURE REQUIREMENT:

(a)  Any clhicck or negoliable instrument of over a certain smount defined by the chapter drawn on any account
of the Party shall require the approval of a minimum of two persons authorized by the chapter which must
include the following two: Treasurer, and Chairperson.

)  The approval may Le the signatures of the authorized persuns on the check or negouable instrument or on
a document of payment authority to issue such check or negotiable instrument.
SECTION 6:
FINANCIAL REPORTS:
(a) It is a must that Quarterly reports of receipts and cxpenditures are made and presented by the Treasurer of

each chapter to the Finance Committee.

(b)  Any treasurer. whe inils to provide Muanclal report for two consecutive guariers, shall constitute a breach of
this constitution and could be grounds for imipeachment of the treasurer or of any such efficial charged with
the responsibility to provide such report.

SECTION 7:
INTERNAL AUDITS AND REVIEWS COMMITTEE:

{a) The National Executive Committee or the Exccutive Commitiee of any chapter must ensure that the Audit
and Review Committee conducts a biannual audit and shall have the right to adopt recommendations and
reports of the Audit and Review Committee or of an outside independent aunditor.

ARTICLE XXIV: MISCELLANEQUS PROVISIONS
SECTION 1-
CHOICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE:

The Party's Presidential Candidate shall nominate his running mate in consultation with the National
Executive Committee and oilier mewbers of his/her campaign team as well as political consultants.

SECTION 2-
GENERAL LEADERSHIP PROVISIONS

Any official who, in the opinion of NEC, is unable to perform his/her functions by reasons of illness, or any other
cause, or who, in the opinion of two thirds of members of NEC, is deemed to be unfit to hold a Party office, shall
vacate his/her office upon a resolution by NEC, pending the ratification of the same by the next meeting of the
NGC' or any other legal process that may be involved.

SECTION 3-
GEN_DER BALANCE REQUIREMENT:
It is the intent and spirit of this constitution to give equal treatrent and equal opportunitics to every

gender of the NATIONAL PROGRESSIVE, DEMOCRATS. It is thercfore:

(a)  required of every organ of this Party including the chapters to ensure that all genders are given equal
opportunity and equal treatment in its Party structure including the leadership.
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(b) mandated, where possible that, cucli organ or chapter including committees formed under the terms of this
constitution to meet a minimum of 30% of every gender in its leadership structure where possible.
c) required of every member of this Parly to exercise the right to petition the leadership of any chapter or
organ of the Party to require the Party to conform Lo the provisions of this clause where necessary.
SECTION 4-

PRESS AND PUBLICATIONS &

(a) The Party may own'and operate a priﬁtiug press, radio station, TV station and/or clecironic media, and
may have an interest in shares in any existing printing press and Jor clectronic media.

) The Party may publish its éwn literature, periodicals, magazines, pamphlets and Looks for own use, sale
and Jor use by the public,

SECTION 5-

PROCEDURES AT MEETINGS |

(1))  The quorum for the National Delegutes Convention, National Governing Council, National Executive Committee,

Regional Executive Committee, Constiluency Managenient Committee, Ward Steering Committee, exccpjt
where otherwise expressly provided, shall be one-third of the membership of the committee.
At all meetings of the National Delegates Convention, and the National Governing Council, the Party.
Leader shall preside. In the absence of the Party Leader, the National Chairperson shall preside. In the
absence of the leader and the Nalional Chairperson the Vice Chairperson shall preside and if both are
absent then any others official of the NEC shall preside.

(b) At all meetings of the Region, Constituency, Ward or Polling station units, the Chairperson shall preside
but in his or her absence, the Vice-Chair or any other official appointed for that purpoese shall preside;

{c) Resolutions, unless otherwise stated in this Constitution, shall be decided by consensus or simple majority,
and voting shall be by secret ballot or by any.other appropriate procedure adopted by the meeting;

(d) The person presiding may take parl to argue in favour or against any resolution but cannot vote except in
the event of an equality of votes he or she shall cast the deciding vote; und

(e) - Only fully paid up members may attend the Party meetings and vote thereat.

Any other person(s) may attend ouly upon invitation as an observer.

()  Any mecting which has been postpuned once for lack of quorum shall be deemed to be properly constituted
to conduct busincss at the second sitting if the attendance at such a meeting is up to one-third of the
legitimate members provided that the procedures of calling such a meeting are followed.

(71 NEC and other tommittee meetings shall be convened upon a notice of at least fourteen days except in an
emergency.

' SECTION 6-

.

PARTY DISCIPLINE:

(@)

()

Any Party official or person nominated by the Party to hold olfice, or contest elections for the Party or
public office must:- '

i. Not hold more than two elective olfices within the Party,

ii. Not be convicted of any fclony;

. | _
iii. Not be, or become a member of or support any Political Party or group, or engage in activities which

in the opinion of the National Exccutive Comimittec (NEC) are inconsistent or in conflict with the
aims, objects, policies und decisions of the Party;

iv. Not conduct himself or herself in disgraccful and dishonourable manner which in the opinion of the
National Executive Committee (NEC) is likely to undermine the Party, bring it into disrepute, or
expose it to ridicule;

A complaint by any perspn alleging that an -offence has been committed shall be made in writing to the
Secretary General who shall forward the same to National Executive Committee (NEC).
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